a well-organized and hard-working scientist. Her workdays started at 5:30am and ended late at night. She kept a tight schedule that included research, daily family activities, and violin and viola playing, often as part of informal chamber music sessions with her family members, colleagues, and friends. She was extremely responsive in answering emails, reviewing papers and proposals, and preparing presentations. She never wasted her time.
Like a mother to her extended research family, Millie stimulated, challenged, and found the potential of her students and collaborators. Her hard work and service helped shape the careers and lives of many young people worldwide. As a teacher and mentor, she inspired many generations and will always be a role model. Even though emails, phone calls, faxes, and visitors kept her constantly busy, the door of her MIT office was always open. Her kindness and availability to help were off the scale.
When traveling, Millie always carried a heavy handbag filled with drafts of manuscripts to review. All told, she authored, coauthored, and edited around 1700 papers and books with her green and blue pens. At her destination, she would ask her hosts to fax or to scan and email the hand-corrected manuscripts to her coauthors or staff. Her hard work was supported by her husband, Gene, also a physicist at MIT; by colleagues and dedicated staff members at MIT; by her collaborators and family members; and by many friends in the chamber music sessions.
Millie has left a legacy of promoting science and influencing the new generation of scientists. Her passion for life and science lasted until the very last week of her life and will continue motivating many people, especially women, around the world. We will miss the Queen of Carbon. We will miss her smile, ideas, brilliance, lessons, generosity, modesty, and guidance. We are certain that she is watching us now, along with her old friends, from heaven or the metaspace. In 1955 French moved to the University of South Carolina, and shortly afterwards he became physics department chair. Over the next six years, as he hired faculty to bring physics research into the department, his own interests shifted from research to teaching, and he wrote his first textbook, Principles of Modern Physics (Wiley, 1958) .
Morinobu Endo
His book was admired by Jerrold Zacharias, the MIT professor leading the Physical Science Study Committee (PSSC) effort to reform physics teaching in US high schools. Zacharias wanted to introduce the modern outlook of the PSSC into college and university physics teaching, and he recruited French to MIT to help do it.
French developed a novel curriculum for an experimental introductory physics course at MIT. When he proposed to expand his course to include a few more students from the regular course, the department head said, "That's of no use to me. Take the whole thing," and French JUNE 2017 | PHYSICS TODAY 75 became the chief lecturer and manager of a course taken by more than 500 MIT students. Subsequently, he became associate head.
The acronym for French's course became notorious. French said, "I called it, blandly, 'Physics: A New Introductory Course.' . . . Within the first week, I couldn't imagine how I could have been so stupid, as it was known forever afterwards as the PANIC course!"
French was a skillful, lucid lecturer. Those qualities are also evident in his stylish writing. The four books he wrote while teaching PANIC are still in print. He used demonstrations well and devised several of his own. He was proud of his prize-winning pressure-of-light experiment and of his low-cost FabryPerot interferometer made from a microscope slide and a cover slip.
French Many laser-excited condensed-matter systems are described by the Keldysh formalism. Now a standard tool in theoretical physics, the approach is frequently applied to femtosecond spectroscopy, condensed-matter physics, quantum field theory, and quantum cosmology.
Keldysh's theory of strong-field ionization, which was published in 1964 and has received 5500 citations, laid the foundation for the field of intense laser radiation interaction with atoms, ions, molecules, and solids. The theory introduced optical tunneling and above-threshold ionization, experimentally observed about 15 years later. The Keldysh parameter determines the boundary between multiphoton and tunneling regimes. 
